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What YOU 
Should Know About | 
Canada’s Development-Assistance Program 


pment is about unlockin 


oys to decide their own 
heir own challenges. It 


d people share i in the b 


amon future. 


we all's * share. 


A about the Sica : 


upporting sustainable 
development around 
the world — 


As the federal agency responsible for administering most of | 


Canada’s development-assistance program, CIDA supports 
projects that help reduce poverty among people in poor. 


countries. It does this by providing assistance that gives people a 


the tools they need to break out of poverty and build better lives : 


on 


for themselves and their children. Ina CIDA provides — : f 


humanitarian relief to victims of such emergencies as flood 


droughts, and earthquakes. : os 


and El Salvador return 


to their communities. 


the victims of war and 


conflict rebuild their communities by 
replacing homes, schools, and health-care 


facilities destroyed during conflict. 


the victims of natural 
disasters, like the | 
people of Nicaragua 
and Honduras who 
had to rebuild their 


lives after Hurricane 


ose 


Mitch's devastation. 


people in developing 
countries by giving 


them better access to 


such services 


as family planning 


and reproductive 


Canada spent $2.59 billion in 1998-! 


Bee 
Sree 


Amount not allocated by region: $804 million = 
(includes, for example, CIDA funds channelled 
through the Canadian voluntary sector, funds for = 
helping refugees from developing countries during = 
their first year in Canada, funds for global- 
development initiatives like research, and the — 
administrative costs of delivering aid) = 


on development assistance 


Asia-Pacific 
$648 million 


or every tax dollar the Government of Canada 


collects, it spends less than two cents 


on development assistance. 
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\ 


in fore 


oecause 
Canadians have the 


know-how to make a 


difference. We are experts 
in public health and 
nutrition, education, 
telecommunications, 
electricity, the environment, 
peacebuilding, and many 


other fields. 


because 
Canada, like other countries, 
has a responsibility to help 
victims of war. This includes 
taking part in overseas ~ 


Operations to save lives. — 


of every Canadian depen 
on the health of the world’s 


economy. Developing 


countries make up a 


oe 


growing share of world 


trade, investment, production, © 
and consumption—and 


Canada does more and 


more business with these © 


countries every year. 


‘Canada has an obligation 
to help s0cieties devastated | 
by infectious diseases like 
HIV/AIDS. Of course, the 

“health of Canadians can 
also be affected by the 

_ health of people everywhere. 

‘Disease travels—HIV/AIDS 


has travelled the globe in 


just over a decade. hm, 


sit 
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. because 
5 Ae 
when eveloping countries. 


‘make decisions about their 


environment, it almost always — 


has an impact on our 


environment. 


Ss ‘= 


crime crosses borders, affects 
our communities, and threat- 
ens our personal safety. Illicit 
drugs produced in impover- 
ished regions of the developing 
world are often bought and 
sold in Canada. By helping 
people in these regions find 
new and innovative ways to 
support themselves, Canada 
can help slow the spread of 
drug-related violence and 
crime, both in developing 


countries and at home. 
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Some myths and r 


about 


assistan: 


Myth... 
Development assistance goes 
mostly to governments—some 
of them corrupt—and often 
doesn't get to the people who 
need it most. 


T 
development- 


ality. ae 

CIDA delivers assistance mostly 
through international and local 
organizations that work directly 
with people at the community 
level. Slightly less than one-third 
of Canada's development 
assistance goes to international 
organizations like UNICEF (United 
Nations Children’s Fund). These 
agencies are in the field, directly 
helping those who need it most. 
When CIDA does work with other 
governments, it provides mainly 
goods and services or personnel. 
CIDA also supports projects 

to reduce corruption. 


who cannot . 


. Our assistance program —, Canada ae basi universal — 
_ imposes Canadian values on. values such as respect for human 
different cultures. . rights, d imocracy. and the law— 
- values that people accept around 
the world. But we don't assume 
every approach that works i in 
Canada will work in a developing 
¢C ntry. The best way to help 
people help themselves is to offer 
support and advice that they can 
_adapt to local conditions, and to 
ira them to find their own 


_ encourages them te 


oY 


on us. 


Reality... 

People in crisis do depend on 
countries like Canada for help. 
But emergency assistance 
accounts for only eight percent 


_of CIDA’s budget. The rest goes to 


projects that help other societies 
depend on us less. Even with 


emergency aid, once the crisis is 


over, the focus shifts to helping 
people build a future they can 
manage on their own. 
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_ Myth... 


Canada’s development- 
assistance program benefits 
Canadians more than it does 
people in developing countries. 
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